DRACULA, BY BRAM STOKER                                                         CORRECTION

I. PRESENT THE DOCUMENT (type, genre, title, author, etc.)

The document is an adapted extract from the gothic/horror novel Dracula, written by Bram Stoker and published in 1897.
II. SCAN THE TEXT, PICK OUT WORDS/PHRASES TYPICAL OF THE GOTHIC AND ORGANIZE THEM IN A GRID.
Setting 

chains, massive bolt, a key was turned,

great door, antique silver lamp,

prison, etc.
 Atmosphere
sounds of chains, long shadows, door

swung back, etc.

Hero the only living soul here 
Other character(s)old, courtly, stone, dead man, cold as

ice, sharp teeth, red lips, demoniac

fury, very peculiar man, etc.
III. THE COUNT

A. How could you describe his personality ?

cruel / welcoming / bloodthirsty / aggressive / pitiless / polite / threatening / weird / funny / etc.

Does it change from day to day ?

When he welcomes JH into his home, his behavior is welcoming and polite. However, right from the beginning, hot flashes of anger and menace creep through his perfectly

composed façade. He also doesn’t act the same way depending on the time of the day.
B. Who is he really ? Find elements that indicate it in the text.

To our eyes, the count is quite obviously a vampire (black clothes, hands cold as ice like the hand of a dead man, he does not eat, red lips with sharp protruding teeth,

runs to bed at first sign of dawn, no reflection). However, JH has no clue about his real identity.
IV. JONATHAN HARKER

A. How would you describe him ?

Would you use the word intelligent ?

JH seems polite and well-behaved, careful to respect his host’s sensibility and traditions. However, his naiveté could be seen as dim-wittedness: he takes him days to realize

something is wrong.

B. Compare Jonathan and the Count. What is the effect created by Bram Stoker ?
VI. KEY ELEMENTS

A. Sum up the whole passage.

JH, a young British solicitor, arrives at the dark and gloomy castle of old Count Dracula. He is to stay with him for a few days and enjoys the Count’s company, until his

host’s strange behavior and appearance force him to realize he is actually trapped inside the castle and that the Count is a threatening otherworldly creature.

B. How did Dracula react when he touched the crucifix ? Why ?

Touching the crucifix instantly stopped Dracula’s homicidal instincts, since vampires are supposed to fear anything related to the Christian faith (crucifixes, Bibles, Holy

Water, etc.).

C. What did he reference to, when he said «…take care how you cut yourself. It is more dangerous that you think in this country…» ?

Transylvania is the land of vampires and other supernatural bloodthirsty creatures. You don’t want to whet the monsters’ appetite.
